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Service Contract Act of 1965 


Statement by the President Upon Signing the 
McNamara-O’Hara Act. October 22, 1965 


The Government of the United States must be a model 
employer. Those enrolled in the service of the Nation 
must be assured the same labor standards and working 
conditions which apply to private industry. This legisla- 
tion, H.R. 10238, closes the last big gap in protecting those 
standards where employees of contractors are doing busi- 
ness with the Federal Government. 

Employees working on Federal construction contracts 
have long been protected by the Davis-Bacon Act. Those 
employed by businesses with Government supply contracts 
have enjoyed the protection of the Walsh-Healey Act. 
Until today, those employees of contractors who supply 
various services to the Government have possessed no such 
protection. 

The McNamara-O’Hara Act, which I am signing to- 
day, corrects that deficiency. Under this act, protection 
is now extended to workers engaged in laundry and dry- 
cleaning, custodial and janitorial duties, guard service, 
packing and crating, food service, and miscellaneous 
housekeeping services performed on contract for the Fed- 
eral Government or the District of Columbia. 

All such contracts must now contain provisions regard- 
ing minimum wages, fringe benefits, and working condi- 
tions. Their wages must be no less than the rate deter- 
mined by the Secretary of Labor to be prevailing for simi- 
lar employees in the locality. Also, wages must not be 
less than the minimum rate required under the Fair Labor 
Standards Act. Finally, work must not be performed un- 
der conditions which are unsanitary or hazardous or dan- 
gerous to the health safety of the working men and women. 


I am particularly pleased to sign this bill. I am grateful 
to Senator McNamara and Congressman O’ Hara for their 
splendid efforts to achieve its enactment because so many 
of the employees who will benefit are among the lowest 
paid workers in our society. 

We take justifiable pride in our growing national econ- 
omy and in the ever-higher living standards being achieved 
by most Americans. Yet, in the midst of prosperity, there 
are many who continue to exist on economic levels far be- 
low that of our general prosperity. Many of those affected 
by this bill are so situated. 

Under the terms of the McNamara-O’Hara Act we 
can now act to assist all such workers when they perform 
work financed with Federal funds. 

This measure will be enforced fairly and impartially. 
But I want to make it clear that it is not a license for 
harassment of management nor is it an open door to mis- 
use of its aims. I would hope that emerging from these 
new rules will be better understanding on the part of both 
employees and employers. 


NoTE: As enacted, the Service Contract Act of 1965 (McNamara- 
O’Hara Act, H.R. 10238) is Public Law 89-286. 


White House Conference ““To Fulfill 
These Rights” 


Progress Report to the President From the Co-Chairmen 
of the November Planning Session. 
October 23, 1965 


The President has received the following progress re- 
port from Morris B. Abram and William T. Coleman, Co- 
Chairmen of the November planning session for the White 
House Conference “To Fulfill These Rights” : 

“On October 5, 1965, you appointed us as Co-Chair- 
men of the White House Conference, serving with Mr. A. 
Philip Randolph, Honorary Chairman. 
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“We have undertaken your charge to organize the 
White House Conference on Civil Rights called for in your 
Howard University address of June 4, 1965. In that ad- 
dress you stated the theme and title of the Conference: 
‘To Fulfill These Rights.’ You defined the objective of 
the Conference as enabling the American Negro to ‘fulfill 
the rights which, after the long time of injustice, he is fi- 
nally about to secure; to move beyond opportunity to 
achievement.’ 

“You have asked us as a first step to convene on Novem- 
ber 17th and 18th a small group of ‘men and women with 
long experience in the fields of housing, employment, edu- 
cation, social welfare and the like’ to ‘point the way toward 
new efforts to include the Negro American more fully 
in our society.’ 

“‘We are pleased, as you are, that Mr. Berl I. Bernhard 
has accepted the responsibility as Executive Director for 
the November Planning Session. As former Staff Direc- 
tor of the United States Civil Rights Commission, and as 
an attorney active in many civic and civil rights efforts, 
he is well equipped to give this planning meeting informed 
and able leadership. 

“We have sought the advice of knowledgeable persons 
in the fields of civil rights, labor, religion, business, and 
social welfare, as well as scholars and experts. Aided by 
these discussions we have developed plans for a Novem- 
ber session which will explore in depth and in their inter- 
relationships issues and proposals in such areas as employ- 
ment and economic security, education, housing, family 
stability, administration of justice, and government and 
private resources for change. 

“We have enlisted the services of experienced individ- 
uals capable of drawing upon the best thinking now avail- 
able in the public and private sectors. 

“We hope the November meeting will identify the prin- 
cipal obstacles to the achievement of equality and justice, 
and outline fresh, creative and innovative approaches to 
solutions. At the conclusion of the Planning Session we 
will submit to you a report which will include ideas and 
proposals resulting from the sessions, and our recommen- 
dations for additional work to be done in preparation for 
the Conference in the Spring. 

“The White House Conference in the Spring, conven- 
ing a broadly representative group of citizens, will have the 
capacity to assist you in arriving at and carrying out 
concrete recommendations for action. 

“We are mindful that the White House Conference 
must not only make recommendations for programs, but 
that it must, as you have said, ‘light the candle of under- 
standing in the heart of all America.’ ” 
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The President expressed his satisfaction with progress 
made thus far to carry out his pledge of last June at How- 
ard University. He urged Messrs. Abram and Coleman 
to examine every barrier that prevents the Negro Ameri- 
can from achieving his full share in our society. The 
President expressed his belief that no question was of 
greater significance to present and future generations of 
Americans—no matter what the color of their skins. 
The Nation looks to this planning session, and to the Con- 
ference that will follow in the Spring, for a profound and 
candid search into the roots of Negro deprivation, and for 
guidance in making America’s promise for each of her 
citizens a reality. 

Note: For the President’s statement of October 5 on announcing 


the November session of the conference sce 1 Weekly Comp. Pres. 
Docs. 368. 


Churchill Peaks, Mount McKinley 
National Park, Alaska 


Presidential Statement on Approving the Designation of 
the North and South Peaks of Mount McKinley in 
Honor of Sir Winston Churchill. October 23, 1965 


President Johnson has approved designation of the 
north and south peaks of Mount McKinley, the highest 
mountain in North America and located in Mount Mc- 
Kinley National Park in Alaska, as Churchill Peaks. 


The President said, “It is fitting that these majestic 
peaks be named in Sir Winston Churchill’s honor. Sol- 
dier, author, statesman, he was one of the greatest leaders 
in the history of English-speaking peoples, and he devoted 
his life to the twin goals of peace and freedom. Sir Win- 
ston was an honorary American citizen—the second man 
in history to be so honored by the people of the United 
States.” 

Designation of the north and south peaks of the 20,320- 
foot mountain was proposed by Secretary Udall and the 
Department of the Interior’s National Park Service, which 
is custodian of the 1.9 million-acre national park. 

Mount McKinley National Park, established in 1917, 
is a 3,030-square-mile subarctic wilderness area. In addi- 
tion to the massive mountain, the park ranges from tow- 
ering peaks to lowlands and stream valleys. Dall sheep, 
caribou, moose, and grizzly bear are its principal mam- 
mals, and 132 species of birds—including the golden 
eagle—are to be found in the park area. 
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Bureau of Mines, Department 
of the Interior 


Announcement of Nomination of 
Dr. Walter R. Hibbard, Jr., as Director. 
October 23, 1965 


President Lyndon B. Johnson has nominated Dr. Wal- 
ter R. Hibbard, Jr., of Schenectady, N.Y., as Director of 
the Department of the Interior’s Bureau of Mines. 

One of the world’s leading metallurgists, Dr. Hibbard 
is currently Manager of the Metallurgy and Ceramics 
Research of the General Electric Research and Develop- 
ment Center in Schenectady, directing the work of more 
than 100 scientists engaged in fundamental and applied 
research. 

Born in Bridgeport, Conn., on January 20, 1918, Dr. 
Hibbard was graduated from Wesleyan University at 
Middletown, Conn., and received his Doctor of Engineer- 
ing degree from Yale University in 1942. He is a mem- 
ber of Phi Beta Kappa, and a former associate professor 
of the Yale School of Engineering. 

Dr. Hibbard is the author of more than 70 scientific 
papers and has been responsible for major contributions 
to the science of metallurgy. 

He is Chairman of the National Academy of Science’s 
Materials Advisory Board, and the President-elect of the 
American Institute of Mining, Metallurgical, and Petro- 
leum Engineers for 1966. 

During World War II, Dr. Hibbard served as an officer 
in the Navy Department’s Bureau of Ships. In 1957 he 
was a member of the exchange delegation of United States 
metallurgists visiting the Soviet Union. 

In addition to Phi Beta Kappa, he is a member of 
Sigma Xi, Alpha Chi Sigma, and Gamma Alpha honor- 
ary and professional fraternities. He is a fellow of the 
American Academy of Arts and Sciences, the American 
Association for the Advancement of Science, and a mem- 
ber of the New York Academy of Sciences. 

Dr. and Mrs. Hibbard have three children. 


National Aeronautics and 
Space Administration 


The President’s Letter Transmitting Semiannual Report 
to the Congress. Dated October 22, 1965. 
Released October 23, 1965 


To the Congress of the United States: 

This report to the Congress describes a six-month 
period of impressive accomplishment by the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration. 
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In a larger sense, however, this report describes 
America on the move. 

The story of man’s advancement through the ages is 
the story of man’s victory over the forces of nature. The 
health and comfort he enjoys, the leisure he possesses, and 
the abundance of the food he eats are all the result of his 
unending determination to probe the secrets of the world 
around him. 

In 1958, it was my privilege to introduce the legisla- 
tion to create the National Aeronautics and Space Admin- 
istration. I stated then: “I confidently believe that the 
developments of the Space Age will bring the beginning 
of the longest and greatest boom of abundance and 
prosperity in the history of man.” 

Time is bearing out that belief. 

And so I take pleasure in submitting this report to Con- 
gress. It chronicles a great and exciting period of accom- 
plishment and foreshadows an even greater one. In 
commending this record, I also commend the men prin- 
cipally responsible for making it possible. Dr. James 
Webb and Dr. Hugh Dryden have guided and directed 
our nation’s space program for nearly five years—and 
they have a grateful nation in their debt. 


Lynpon B. JoHNSON 
The White House 
October 22, 1965 


NoTE: The President transmitted the 12th Semiannual Report of 
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration, covering the 
period July 1-December 31, 1964 (236 pp., Government Printing 
Office). 


Housing and Home Finance Agency 


The President’s Letter Transmitting Annual Report, 
Calendar Year 1964, to the Congress. Dated 
October 22,1965. Released October 23, 1965 


To the Congress of the United States: 

The Housing Act of 1954 directs that I transmit to Con- 
gress the Annual Report of the Housing and Home Fi- 
nance Agency, covering activities for calendar year 1964. 

This report confirms the wisdom of fifteen Congresses 
and five Administrations going back to 1934. The great 
Franklin D. Roosevelt first pleaded with the Congress 
to approve housing measures for the good of all Americans. 

Consider what has been done for America by the United 
States government’s housing programs: 

$100 billion of FHA mortgage insurance loans has 
been written, covering more than 7 million homes and 
more than one million rental units. 

700,000 public housing units have been constructed 
since the start of that program in 1937. Two million 
people are living in those units in more than 2,000 
communities. 
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More than 600,000 college students are living in dormi- 
tories made possible by government loans. 

$4.3 billion has been made available for urban renewal. 

4,500 communities—mostly small towns—have re- 
ceived urban planning assistance. 

$300 million of government credit has gone into small 
town water and sewer facilities. 

These programs were not easily begun. Cries of “‘so- 
cialism” and “waste” surrounded them at their birth. 
False propaganda and misrepresentation were used to dis- 
credit those who were to administer them. Cynicism and 
self-interest preyed on fear of the new and the imaginative. 

But without these programs we would never have been 
able to push back the frontiers of blight, disease and ugli- 
ness that thirty years ago afflicted one-third of a nation. 
Without them the task of building a clean and safe Amer- 
ica would have been impossible. 

Today our people accept these programs. Private 
enterprise and public well-being depend on them. We 
know now that these programs—and new approaches de- 
manded by logic and vision—are needed to meet the 
challenges that confront us as hour by hour we become 
a more urban nation. 

In 1965 I requested authority for a new means of 
housing low-income families. We proposed to encourage 
private organizations to build thousands of new apart- 
ments and houses for poor people who could not afford 
safe or decent housing. We proposed to help these private 
builders provide housing for the elderly, the poor, and the 
handicapped, so that they might live with safety and 
dignity. 

Congress accepted this proposal. 

Yet when the time came to provide the funds for this 
program, the old voices of doubt and misunderstanding 
were raised once more. Allegations were made that had 
no basis in fact. Insinuations were rai3zed that obscured 
the basic purposes of the act. 

For the time being, those voices have prevailed. No 
program funds were granted. 

The national interest demands that the matter not stop 
there. Thousands of American families need this housing 
now—today. Thousands of poor children who should 
grow up in a world of safety and decency and promise 
are being treated with indifference by an affluent nation. 

Next January I shall once more ask for the initial $30 
million necessary to make bricks and mortar out of a 
promise. I am confident that the Congress will cut 
through the propaganda of fear and mistrust to provide 
shelter for the families who need it now—today. We who 
have raised up hopes have a duty to bring them to tangible 
reality. 

Lynpon B. JoHNsON 
The White House 

October 22, 1965 

Note: The President transmitted the 18th Annual Report of the 


Housing and Home Finance Agency, 1964 (456 pp., Government 
Printing Office). 


Southern Nevada Water Project 


Statement by the President Upon Signing Bill 
Authorizing the Project. October 23, 1965 


I have approved S. 32, “To authorize the Secretary of 
the Interior to construct, operate, and maintain the south- 
ern Nevada water project, Nevada, and for other pur- 
poses.” 

The southern Nevada water supply project which would 
be authorized by this bill consists of a system of distribu- 
tion pipelines and related facilities to furnish water to Las 
Vegas, several other Nevada towns, and Nellis Air Force 
Base. I have supported Federal authorization of this 
project as the appropriate means for assisting this area 
to meet its growing water supply problems. 

However, during the course of this legislation through . 
the Congress a rider in the form of section 6 was added 
to it without consultation with any executive agency. 

Section 6 provides as follows: “In all water supply con- 
tracts for the use of water in Nevada under this Act or sec- 
tion 5 of the Boulder Canyon Project Act (45 Stat. 1057) 
the Secretary shall recognize the intrastate priorities of 
water rights to the use of water existing on the date of 
enactment of this Act: Provided, however, That nothing 
in this Act shall be construed as validating any right di- 
minished or lost because of abandonment, nonuse, or lack 
of due diligence, nor shall anything in this Act be con- 
strued as affecting the satisfaction of present perfected 
rights as defined by the decree of the United States 
Supreme Court in Arizona against California et al. (376 
U.S. 340).” 

Although these provisions are couched in general terms, 
the scant legislative history of the bill indicates that they 
are intended to be applicable to one company only. 
While there may be some equities which would justify spe- 
cial consideration for this company, I am advised by the 
Secretary of the Interior that these provisions might well 
have a much broader sweep. In fact, it appears that they 
might affect in unforeseeable ways the water rights of a 
number of individuals and firms amounting to 60,000 to 
70,000 additional acre feet. 

In these circumstances I have asked the Secretary of the 
Interior to develop legislation which would amend section 
6 to limit its effect to that intended by the Congress. I 
am confident that those members concerned with this 
legislation will agree that the uncertainties surrounding 
the broader than intended effect of section 6 make its 
amendment desirable. 


Note: As enacted, S. 32, approved October 22, 1965, is Public Law 
89-292. 
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National Parkinson Week 


Proclamation 3684. October 23, 1965 


By the President of the United States of America 
a Proclamation: 

WHEREAS many of our people are now afflicted with 
Parkinson’s disease and more than 25,000 additional 
persons become victims of that disease each year; and 

Wuereas Parkinson’s disease is one of the most prev- 
alent neurological disorders; and 

Wuereas the causes of Parkinson’s disease are still un- 
known; and 

WHEREAS many persons have dedicated themselves to 
treating and rehabilitating persons afflicted with Parkin- 
son’s disease and to conducting research into the cause or 
causes of that disease and a cure for it; and 

Wuereas the Congress, by a joint resolution of Octo- 
ber 23, 1965, has requested the President to designate the 
week beginning October 25, 1965, as National Parkinson 
Week: 

Now, THEREFORE, I, Lynpon B. Jonnson, President 
of the United States of America, do hereby proclaim the 
week beginning October 25, 1965, as National Parkinson 
Week. I invite the Governors of the States, the Com- 
monwealth of Puerto Rico, and other areas subject to the 
jurisdiction of the United States to issue similar proclama- 
tions. 

I also call upon the communications media; the medi- 
cal and health professions, and all agencies and individ- 
uals interested in a national program for the control of 
Parkinson’s disease to unite during that week in public 
dedication to such a program and in a concerted effort 
to impress upon the people of the United States the 
necessity for such a program. 

In Witness Wuereor, I have hereunto set my hand 
and caused the Seal of the United States of America to be 
affixed. 

Done at the City of Washington this 23rd day 
of October in the year of our Lord nineteen 
hundred and sixty-five, and of the Independence 
of the United States of America the one hun- 
dred and ninetieth. 


[SEAL] 


Lynpon B. JOHNSON 
By the President: 


Dean Rusk 
Secretary of State 


[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register, 4:21 p.m., 
October 25, 1965] 
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Military Staff Committee of the 
United Nations 


Announcement of Nomination of Lt. Gen. 
Charles H. Bonesteel III as Senior U.S. Army Member. 
October 23, 1965 


The President has nominated Lt. Gen. Charles H. 
Bonesteel III for appointment as Senior United States 
Army Member of the Military Staff Committee of the 
United Nations. 

General Bonesteel, who will also continue to serve in 
his present assignment as Director of Special Studies, 
Office of the Chief of Staff, United States Army, will 
succeed Lt. Gen. Thomas W. Dunn. 

General Dunn will become the Commanding General, 
4th United States Army, succeeding Lt. Gen. Robert W. 
Colglazier, Jr., who will be retired from the Army. 


Omnibus Rivers and Harbors Bill 


Statement by the President Upon Signing the Bill. 
October 26, 1965 


I have today signed S. 2300—the Omnibus Rivers and 
Harbors Bill. 

In so doing, I want to point out clearly and strongly 
that I cannot abide by one provision of the bill which 
flies in the face of the Constitution. 

S. 2300 authorizes the construction of water resource 
projects totaling almost $2 billion. 

These projects are needed. 

They will bring economic vitality to almost every region 
of America and thus strengthen our national economy. 

They have had and will continue to have my full sup- 
port—because I deeply believe in them. 

However, I do not support and I do not plan to 
implement section 201 (a) of this legislation. 

To do so would make the President a partner in the 
abdication of a fundamental principle of our Govern- 
ment—the separation of powers prescribed by the United 
States Constitution. 

Section 201(a) provides that, “No appropriation shall 
be made to construct, operate, or maintain any such 
project [certain water resource development projects] if 
such project has not been approved by resolutions adopted 
by the Committees on Public Works of the Senate and 
House of Representatives, respectively.” 

Twice this year I have vetoed bills containing similar 
language. 

Those provisions, like this one, were repugnant to the 
Constitution. 

I have weighed this problem very carefully. 
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My legal advisers tell me that insofar as our system of 
checks and balances is concerned, this bill would do to 
the executive branch what neither House of Congress 
would want. 

It would dilute and diminish the authority and powers 
of the Presidency. 

I believe the Senate would understand my point of view, 
if I tried to contend that the Senate had no right to 
advise and consent. 

And the House would understand, I am sure, if I 
attempted to insist that revenue measures did not have 
to originate in the House. 

This is not a personal matter, but I cannot stress too 
strongly the seriousness with which I view this particular 
section. 

The people of this country did not elect me to this 
office to preside over its erosion. And I intend to turn 
over this office with all of its responsibilities and powers 
intact to the next man who sits in this chair. 

So just as I would not want to infringe upon the power 
of the Senate or lessen the jurisdiction of the House or 
disregard the decisions of the Supreme Court, I do not 
want the legislative—through two committees—to en- 
croach upon the responsibilities of the Presidency. 

Absolute legal consistency would require that I veto 
what is otherwise a sound bill because of this one objec- 
tionable provision. 

But, after counseling with legislative leaders, I have 
chosen not to veto, for these reasons: 


—Unlike the bills earlier this year, section 201 (a) 
permits, but does not require, the executive branch 
to use the objectionable procedure in order to 
carry out its responsibilities. Therefore, I believe 
that by refusing to use the procedure, by noting 
my objections to it, and by seeking its repeal in 
the next session of Congress, it is possible to ap- 
prove the remainder of the bill without yielding to 
encroachment. 

—A veto would have denied to the people of the 
various Congressional districts the desirable bene- 
fits of the improvements provided by this 
legislation. 

—And finally, I have the greatest respect for this 
Congress and for the tremendous accomplishments 
which it has realized. We have worked together 
for the common good of the greatest number of 
people. I think we have been successful. 


For these reasons I have signed the bill into law. 

But I repeat, again and again, that I do not intend to 
accept this infringement upon the office of the 
Presidency. 

The section containing the objectionable provision is a 
grant of authority and does not require any action to be 
taken. The Senate and the House were divided as to the 
legal interpretation of the provision. 
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One point is clear: Enactment of the bill will not com- 
mit the executive branch to participate in the procedure 
to which I have objected. And as soon as the Congress 
convenes again, I will request it to repeal the provision. 

In the meantime, I have instructed the Secretary of the 
Army to refrain from exercising the authority which 
section 201 (a) attempts to vest in him. 

NoTE: As enacted, the Omnibus Rivers and Harbors Bill (S. 2300) 
is Public Law 89-298. 

The President referred to earlier vetoes of the Northwest Disaster 
Relief Bill (vetoed June 5, Congressional Record, June 7, p. 12216) 
and of the Military Authorization Act of 1965 (vetoed August 21, 


1 Weekly Comp. Pres. Docs., p. 132). 
The statement was released at Austin, Tex. 


42d Ranger Battalion, Republic of 
Viet-Nam Armed Forces 


Statement by the President Issued in Connection With 
the Award of the Presidential Unit Citation 
to the Battalion. October 26, 1965 


The heroic action of the 42d Ranger Battalion of the 
Republic of Viet-Nam affords the world still another 
example of the courage and steadfast determination with 
which a brave people struggles to preserve its freedom. 

Few nations have been subjected to such a ruthless 
and relentless assault on their basic liberty; none have 
fought more heroically in defense of that liberty than the 
people of South Viet-Nam. 

The Republic of Viet-Nam is today on the frontier of 
freedom—a frontier which exists wherever force and 
violence attempt to subvert a nation’s independence. 
The undaunted courage and indomitable spirit of the 
Vietnamese 42d Ranger Battalion, which we honor by 
this citation, strengthens our faith in the ultimate triumph 
of the cause of freedom. 


PRESIDENTIAL UNIT CITATION TO THE 42d BATTALION OF 
THE REPUBLIC OF VIET-NAM ARMED FORCES 


By virtue of the authority vested in me as President of 
the United States and as Commander-in-Chief of the 
Armed Forces of the United States I have today awarded 


The Presidential Unit Citation 
To the 42d Ranger Battalion 
Republic of Vietnam Armed Forces 
For 


Extraordinary Heroism 


The 42d Ranger Battalion is cited for extraordinary 
heroism in connection with military operations against a 
hostile force in Bac Lieu Province, Vietnam on 13, May 
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1965. On this date the 42d Ranger Battalion was com- 
mitted as part of a larger force in operation Dan Chi 135 
a search and destroy operation against a suspected Viet 
Cong Battalion. At 1210 hours elements of the Battalion 
were Heli-lifted into battle and made immediate contact 
with the fanatic forces of the provincial battalion of Soc 
Trang, an elite Viet Cong unit, which occupied well- 
prepared defensive fortifications. With undaunted cour- 
age and steadfast determination elements of the 42d 
Ranger Battalion immediately closed with the enemy in 
a fierce assault which overran a flank of the enemy posi- 
tion. As the Battalion continued its attack, heavy flank- 
ing fire was received from the right. The Battalion 
immediately redisposed to hold in the direction of attack 
while taking aggressive action to eliminate the threat to 
the flank and rear. A courageous attempt to assault 
across the open field was halted by withering grazing fire. 
Repeated attempts by the attacking elements using fire 
and short rounds resulted in only slight advance against 
the fanatically defending insurgent forces. At 1335 
hours another company of the Battalion was committed 
to assist in destroying the enemy. Although this unit 
also met with murderous fire from enemy machine guns 
which swept the open fields, steady pressure was main- 
tained on the defending Viet Cong. With undaunted 
courage and indomitable fighting spirit, continuous fire 
and movement was used to steadily close on the enemy 
position. At 1735 hours the reserve element of the 42d 
Ranger Battalion was committed in a coordinated Bat- 
talion assault to destroy the enemy. 


The assault by this unit was so resolute that the aggres- 
sor was routed from his emplacement and the flank was 
rolled up. The shock action and dogged determination 
of this unit destroyed the enemy’s will to fight. Those 
enemy not killed or wounded fled the scene of battle. 
The gallant actions and victory of the 42d Ranger Bat- 
talion cost the lives of 11 of its members, with 22 others 
wounded in action. This highly effective combat opera- 
tion was an eminent success and resulted in a body count 
of 114 insurgents killed, and a total of 59 VC weapons 
captured, for a favorable ten to one kill ratio. The ac- 
tions of the 42d Ranger Battalion reflect conspicuous 
gallantry and extraordinary heroism in keeping with the 


finest traditions of the military service, and reflect great 
credit on the Republic of Vietnam. 


NOTE: The statement and text of the citation were released at 
Austin, Tex. 
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Gemini 6 and Gemini 7 


Memorandum Report for the President From the 
National Aeronautics and Space Administrator. 
October 28, 1965 


This is to report to you that the Titan II booster which 
we expected to use on October 25 to launch Gemini 6, 
carrying astronauts Schirra and Stafford, is now being 
removed from the launching pad. We have examined 
carefully the question of whether this booster could be 
used for the launching of Gemini 7 into a 14-day orbit, 
and our studies show that the Titan booster which we have 
especially prepared for Gemini 7 is more suitable. This 
is the reason for the change from the booster now on the 
pad to the one especially designed for the Gemini 7 launch. 

Also, we have examined a number of ways to speed up 
the accumulation of the information which the Gemini 6 
rendezvous flight was designed to give us. We find that it 
may be possible to take advantage of the work we have 
already done in mating the Gemini 6 to its booster and 
to the launching facility and thus save considerable time 
in its re-erection. If we can launch Gemini 7 without 
serious damage to the launching pad, there is some pos- 
sibility that we could immediately re-erect the Gemini 6 
spacecraft and booster and launch it in time to rendezvous 
with Gemini 7 before the 14-day flight comes to an end. 


During the period when the Gemini 6 spacecraft and 
booster are being taken down and Gemini 7 with its 
booster erected, we will be making the necessary studies to 
determine the requirements for conducting a rendezvous 
using the Gemini 7 as the target and thus making up some 
of the time that will inevitably be lost through the failure 
of the target vehicle on October 25. 


From your long experience with the space program, you 
know how difficult it is to give assurances with respect to 
these complex missions. I believe it will be encouraging 
to you, however, to learn that we have gained enough 
strength in the development of the Gemini program to 


consider the merit of such a quick turn-around. 


We will keep you informed as to whether our studies 
show that we have a reasonable chance of success in 
revising our program in this manner. 


James E. WezsB 
Administrator 


NOTE: The memorandum was released at Austin, Tex. 
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White House Conference on Health 


Announcement of Plans for the General and Panel 
Sessions. October 28, 1965 


President Johnson announced today the names of 81 
panelists who will lead discussions on the pressing health 
needs of the Nation at the White House Conference on 
Health, November 3-4. 

Leaders from education, the health professions, health 
care, environmental health, population research, and 
other critical areas were listed by the President as mod- 
erators and panel leaders. Approximately 500 other lead- 
ing figures from the Nation’s health community will 
participate in conference discussions. 

The President, in announcing the formation of the 
conference executive committee last August 30, had urged 
the group to “bring together at this conference, the best 
minds and the boldest ideas to deal with the pressing 
health needs of the Nation.” 

Chairman of the conference is George Beadle, Nobel 
Prize winner and president, University of Chicago. 
Executive vice chairman is Boisfeuillet Jones, president, 
Woodruff Foundation, Atlanta, Ga., formerly Special 
Assistant to the Secretary of Health, Education, and 
Welfare. 

Speakers at the conference’s general sessions will in- 
clude Dean Rusk, Secretary of State; Lister Hill, U.S. 
Senator from Alabama; John E. Fogarty, U.S. Repre- 
sentative from Rhode Island; John W. Gardner, Secre- 
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tary of Health, Education, and Welfare; Philip R. Lee, 
M.D., Assistant Secretary-designate for Health and Scien- 
tific Affairs; William Stewart, M.D., Surgeon General, 
U.S. Public Health Service; Marcolino G. Candau, 
Director General, World Health Organization. 

Also, Philip Bonnet, M.D., president, American Hos- 
pital Association, and consulting administrator of Uni- 
versity Hospital, Boston; James Z. Appel, M.D., president, 
American Medical Association, Lancaster, Pa.; Alonzo 
S. Yerby, M.D., Commissioner, Department of Hospitals, 
New York, N.Y.; and Michael E. DeBakey, M.D., pro- 
fessor and chairman, Department of Surgery, Baylor 
University School of Medicine, Houston, Tex. 

The White House Conference on Health will be divided 
into three general categories under the guidance of vice 
chairmen: “Health Professions Education,” Lowell T. 
Coggeshall, M.D., trustee, University of Chicago; “Health 
Care,” Marion Folsom, director, Eastman Kodak Com- 
pany, and former Secretary of Health, Education, and 
Welfare; and “Health Protection,” Leona Baumgartner, 
M.D., professor, Department of Preventive Medicine and 
Public Health, Cornell University Medical College, 
Ithaca, N.Y. 

There will be six panel discussions in each of the three 
sections. In addition to the panel sessions, there will be 
four general sessions. 

The programs of the conference will be held at the 
Shoreham Hotel in Washington. 


NOTE: The announcement was released at Austin, Tex. The 
Press Secretary to the President, Bill Moyers, stated at his afternoon 
briefing on Ocober 28 that the names of the 81 panel leaders 
would be posted on the bulletin board in Austin. 


For announcement of August 30, see 1 Weekly Comp. Pres. Docs., 
p. 178. 
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NOMINATIONS SUBMITTED 
TO THE SENATE* 


Submitted October 22, 1965 


Water H. Hresarp, Jr., of New York, to be 
Director of the Bureau of Mines, vice 
Marling J. Ankeny, resigned. 


The following named persons to be members 
of the Board of Regents, National Library 
of Medicine, Public Health Service, for 
terms expiring August 3, 1969: 


Dr. Wrii1aM B. Began, of Iowa 


Dr. Stewart G. Wor, JR., of Okla- 
homa 


1Does not include promotions of members 
of the Uniformed Services or nominations to 
the service academies. 





ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT 


Approved October 22, 1965 
H.R. 7919 Public Law 89-298 


An Act to provide for the establishment 
of the Roger Williams National Memorial 
in the city of Providence, Rhode Island, 
and for other purposes. 


Public Law 89-292 


An Act to authorize the Secretary of the 
Interior to construct, operate, and main- 
tain the southern Nevada water proj- 
ect, Nevada, and for other purposes. 


Approved October 23, 1965 


H.J. Res. 571 Public Law 89-294 


Joint Resolution to authorize the Presi- 
dent to proclaim the week beginning 
October 25, 1965, as National Parkinson 
Week. 


Private Law 89-140 


An Act for the relief of Maria del Rosario 
de Fatima Lopez Hayes. 
ELR. 5554 Private Law 89-141 


An Act for the relief of Mary Frances 
Crabbs. 


Private Law 89-142 
An Act for the relief of Nam Ie Kim. 

Private Law 89-143 
An Act for the relief of Kim Sun Ho. 
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ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT—Continued 


Approved October 23, 1965—Continued 
Private Law 89-144 
An Act for the relief of Chun Soo Kim. 
Public Law 89-295 


An Act providing for the extension of 
patent numbered D-119, 187. 


H.R. 8457 Private Law 89-145 


An Act for the relief of Robert G. Miku- 
lecky. 


H.R. 9521 Private Law 89-146 
An Act for the relief of Clarence Earle 
Davis. 

Approved October 26, 1965 

H.R. 1319 Private Law 89-147 
An Act for the relief of Joseph Durante. 

H.R. 3515 Private Law 89-148 


An Act for the relief of Mary Ann Hart- 
mann. 
H.R. 9526 Private Law 89-149 


An Act for the relief of Raffaella Achilli. 


Approved October 27, 1965 
HR. 1311 Private Law 89-150 


An Act for the relief of Joseph J. Mc- 
Devitt. 


Private Law 89-151 


An Act for the relief of Constantinos 
Agganis. 
H.R. 2005 Private Law 89-152 


An Act for the relief of Miss Gloria Se- 
borg. 
H.R. 2285 Private Law 89-153 


An Act for the relief of Mrs. Concetta 
Cioffi Carson. 


H.R. 2557 Private Law 89-154 
An Act for the relief of Frank Simms. 
H.R. 2757 Private Law 89-155 


An Act for the relief of Maria Alexandros 
Siagris. 


H.R. 2853 Public Law 89-297 


An Act to amend title 17, United States 
Code, with relation to the fees to be 
charged. 


ACTS APPROVED BY 
THE PRESIDENT—Continued 


Approved October 27, 1965—Continued 
Private Law 89-156 
An Act for the relief of Hwang Tai Shik. 
H.R. 3669 Private Law 89-157 
An Act for the relief of Emilia Majka. 
H.R. 3770 Private Law 89-158 


An Act for the relief of certain individ- 
uals employed by the Department of the 
Navy at the Pacific Missile Range, Point 
Mugu, California. 


H.R. 4078 Private Law 89-159 
An Act for the relief of William L. Min- 


Private Law 89-160 
An Act for the relief of Alton G. Edwards. 
Public Law 89-298 


An Act authorizing the construction, re- 
pair, and preservation of certain public 
works on rivers and harbors for naviga- 
tion, flood control, and for other pur- 


Public Law 89-296 


Joint Resolution to authorize a contri- 
bution to certain inhabitants of the Ryu- 
kyu Islands for death and injury to per- 
sons, and for use of and damage to pri- 
vate property, arising from acts and 
omissions of the United States Armed 
Forces, or members thereof, after August 
15, 1945, and before April 28, 1952. 


Approved October 28, 1965 


Private Law 89-161 
An Act for the relief of Louis W. Hann. 
H.R. 5167 Public Law 89-300 


An Act to amend title 38 of the United 
States Code to authorize the administra- 
tive settlement of tort claims arising in 
foreign countries, and for other purposes. 


Public Law 89-299 
Public Works Appropriation Act, 1966. 
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